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November 1, 2024

RE: Letter of Support, University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) request for a $5 million capital
budget to enhance the Institute of Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Extension (IANRE)

Dear Members of the University of Alaska Board of Regents,

The Alaska Food Policy Council (AFPC) is a nonprofit organization committed to improving
Alaska's food system. AFPC was established in 2010 to create a healthier, more secure, and
more self-reliant Alaska by improving our food systems. Our partners include a broad
cross-section of Alaskans and organizations that work to address all aspects of food systems,
including production, processing, distribution, consumption, and waste management. We
believe that improving the State’s food security will result in a healthy, self-reliant, and
prosperous Alaskan future.

On behalf of the Alaska Food Policy Council (AFPC), | am writing to express our strong support
for the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) request for a $5 million capital budget to enhance
the Institute of Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Extension (IANRE). We are grateful for
including this in the capital budget request. This investment is crucial for advancing Alaska’s
agricultural research and addressing the pressing challenges of food security and economic

sustainability in our state.

As articulated in the AFPC's Alaska Food Security Action Plan (2022), the urgency of
improving our food systems, youth engagement, and community and economic development
has never been clearer. With increasing awareness of Alaska’s food security vulnerabilities, the
need for a robust agricultural research framework is critical. Our state faces unique challenges,
including our climate conditions and geographical isolation, which necessitate innovative

solutions that IANRE is well-positioned to develop.

The Governor's Food Security and Independence Task Force Report (2023) also emphasizes
the importance of agricultural research in fortifying Alaska's food systems. By investing in

IANRE, we can strengthen our capacity to produce local food, reduce dependence on imports,
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and enhance the resilience of our agricultural sector. This aligns with the task force's goals of
ensuring food security for all Alaskans and fostering economic development through local
agriculture. Furthermore, the Legislative Alaska Food Strategies Task Force Report (2023)
highlights the need for increased investment in agricultural research to support diversified
production.

In addition to supporting the state’s only Agriculture and Forestry Experiment Station and
agricultural research that is supporting the growth of our ag economy, the proposed $5M
funding will also be critical in meeting federal capacity grant funding needs. In 2023 alone,
IANRE brought a 455% return on investment to the state of Alaska - this $5M is an excellent

investment by the University for leveraging more funds and more research to benefit Alaskans.

In summary, the Alaska Food Policy Council fully supports the UAF’s funding request for
IANRE. This investment is a critical step towards enhancing food security, supporting economic
sustainability, and ensuring that all Alaskans have access to healthy, locally-produced food.
We urge the Board of Regents to prioritize this funding in the upcoming capital budget
deliberations.

Thank you for considering this vital investment in Alaska’s agricultural future.

Sincerely, _
Robbi Mixon

Executive Director, Alaska Food Policy Council



