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December 3, 2024

RE: Letter of Support for UAF IANRE Funding, FY26 Capital Budget

Dear Governor Dunleavy,

The Alaska Food Policy Council (AFPC) is a nonprofit organization committed to
improving Alaska's food system. AFPC was established in 2010 to create a healthier,
more secure, and more self-reliant Alaska by improving our food systems. Our partners
include a broad cross-section of Alaskans and organizations that work to address all
aspects of food systems, including production, processing, distribution, consumption,
and waste management. We believe improving the State’s food security will result in a
healthy, self-reliant, and prosperous Alaskan future.

On behalf of the Alaska Food Policy Council, I am writing to express our strong
support for the inclusion of $5M in funding for the University of Alaska Fairbanks
Institute of Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Extension (IANRE) in your FY26
capital budget. The proposed investments directly align with recommendations of the
Alaska Food Security and Independence Task Force, the Alaska Food Strategies Task
Force, and priorities identified by the Alaska Farm Bureau.

Alaska faces unique challenges in building a resilient and sustainable food system. The
University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) has been a critical leader in addressing these
challenges through research, innovation, and collaboration. Funding in the FY26 capital
budget will enable UAF to dig in to developing Alaska-grown animal feeds, exploring
oilseeds that might succeed in Alaska’s cold climates, expand their connections with
Alaskan farmers, and significantly leveraging state investment to secure additional
federal and private grants.

At the November Farm Bureau meeting in Fairbanks, I attended a talk by UAF livestock
nutritionist Dr. Jim Vinyard on Alaska-grown animal feeds and past research into using
maritime and land-based byproducts for making feed. The room was packed, with
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dozens of questions from farmers and ranchers across the state. This capital
investment will directly move forward research like this, building excitement and
opportunities for Alaskans, enhancing research capabilities, and ensuring that
actionable results reach Alaskan farmers and producers, benefiting communities
statewide.

AFPC sincerely appreciates your dedication to improving food security in Alaska,
and supporting our farmers and ranchers. This capital funding is an important step
toward advancing Alaska’s food security and independence. We urge your support for
this $5M request in your budget and we thank you for your leadership in growing
Alaska’s agricultural sector.

Sincerely,

Rachel Lord, Advocacy & Policy Director
Alaska Food Policy Council


