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February 3, 2025

Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, Representative Begich, and Governor Dunleavy,

First off, we would like to thank you for your commitment to Alaska and for ensuring that you
are hearing from Alaskans across the state regarding the impacts of the current uncertainty
with our federal partners. As the Alaska Food Policy Council, we work with federal, state,
tribal, local, and private partners across all sectors of our food systems. We are grateful for

the aligned commitments we all have for food security and independence for Alaskans.

Earlier this week, we held a gathering of food partners with nearly 100 participants. We are
collecting an ongoing list of projects and programs impacting Alaska’s food systems where
there are significant questions and concerns as a result of the past week.

We understand that not all of these programs are at risk. However, with very little clarity and
a lot of national confusion, we want to make sure you have as full of a picture as possible of
the impactful confusion here at home. Along these lines, it is important to note this has rocked
many of our frontline workers supporting hungry Alaskans every day. A realignment of
priorities is absolutely within the prerogative of the new administration. However, our
economy and communities will be best served by a thoughtful and measured approach that
minimizes uncertainty to reduce inefficiency as well as unnecessary burdens and bureaucracy.

Organizationally, this federal funding freeze has raised significant concerns for the Alaska
Food Policy Council. Currently, we are the primary partners or subawards on several USDA

funded programs, including:

e Regional Food System Partnership Grant

e Regional Food Business Center - Islands & Remote Areas

e Transition to Organic Production Program

e Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education, Professional Development Program



These programs provide funding for more than 75% of our personnel expenses - we have one
pending hire now on pause. The funding freeze directly impacts the livelihoods of our
employees. Additionally, we have over 20 contracts with organizations and individuals around
the state on hold.

The federal programs listed above also provide around:

e $1.6 million in re-grants to Alaskan food and farm business
e S$1.4 million in technical assistance support for Alaskan food and farm businesses

e S$600k in agricultural and food systems research, trainings, and network development

And we are just one, relatively small non-profit. We've heard from food systems stakeholders
about the widespread impacts of the freeze. We are including examples of impacts, and
active or pending projects and programs with federal partnerships, that have been shared

through our network. We will continue to update and share as we learn more.

During our gathering this week, and through emails and calls, we've identified common
concerns from Alaska’s food systems stakeholders. Questions and specific comments that

have been raised by our partners include:

e While everything is still mostly unknown- | am curious to see how unsigned contracts
or pending/current RFPs are impacted. As a small 501c3 this could have major impacts
on operations and could cause loss of staff entirely.

e What effect do we anticipate this freeze to have on the USDA? How long are we
meant to wait for a resolution to this freeze? What interruptions will this cause to food
sourcing, including and beyond federally funded food?

e Alaska has a LOT to lose with the freezing and general disruption of federal grants and
contracts. As a single researcher who is entirely grant-funded, | have the potential to
lose my job - which focuses on Northern agricultural research - and the salaries of the
8 employees | supervise.

e | am curious what the metrics will be for targeting funding/projects.

e How are “woke” and other terms used in the President’s Executive Orders defined



AFPC is committed to supporting our partners and you all with information to the best of our
ability as we navigate through this uncertainty. We sincerely appreciate your commitment to
Alaska. Please don't hesitate to reach out at any time.

Sincerely,

Rachel Lord Robbi Mixon

Advocacy & Policy Director Executive Director

Alaska Food Policy Council Alaska Food Policy Council

cell. 907-435-7209 cell. 478-718-3328



