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February 3, 2025

Dear Ms. Fitzgerald,

| am writing on behalf of the Alaska Food Policy Council in regards to the proposal to repeal 18
AAC 31.012(a) in response to the newly enacted Homemade Food laws through the
Legislature.

We encourage the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation to consider increasing
clarity for the regulated community within the regulations. A gap will exist in the Alaska Food
Code if you are to remove this exemption without any supplementing language. We suggest
replacing the language in subsection (a) with a reference to the exemptions within the statutes.
Without this, homemade food producers will not see themselves reflected in the exemptions to
the Alaska Food Code. This will help to increase clarity and reduce the burden on food

producers trying to navigate between relevant regulations and statutes.

We also strongly encourage the Department to have clear regulatory guidelines and policies in
place for enforcement to ensure continued market strength of homemade foods. In addition to

the protection of public health and safety, the public’s trust in homemade foods can be quickly
damaged by incidents that aren’t addressed quickly and clearly.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Rachel Lord
Advocacy & Policy Director
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