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January 16, 2025
Dear Senator Murkowski and Staff,

| am writing on behalf of the Alaska Food Policy Council to provide our comments and
feedback on the Improving ARCTIC Act as you look ahead in the 119th Congress.

We strongly support the original provisions of S. 2354. In addition to the continuation of
those sections in a new bill, we encourage the consideration of the following priorities when
considering a strong Farm Bill for Alaska:

e Micro-grants for food security. In addition to the existing language, we encourage the
reduction of the match requirement. We also strongly encourage the removal of
matching fund requirements from the Value-Added Producer Grants, the Farmers
Market Promotion Program, and the Local Food Promotion Program.

e Geographically disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. This program (RTCP -
Reimbursement Transportation Cost Program) significantly helps Alaskan producers in
the face of ever-increasing shipping costs. Increase to $20 million per fiscal year the
total amount of direct reimbursement payments allowed to be made.

e Flexibility as a geographically disadvantaged state. Allow for alternative delivery
options for TEFAP commodities, allow the transfer of cash value of TEFAP commodities
to be able to procure our own food, increase the percentage of transportation funding
available for states with significantly higher costs, like Alaska.

e Updating and streamlining process and increasing flexibility within NRCS, and
across Specialty Crop Block Grant Program and LAMP grants. Alaskans will benefit
significantly from efforts to streamline and increase flexibility with NRCS delivery of
technical assistance, expanding networking and cooperative agreements, and
increasing streamlining and flexibility in AMS Local Agriculture Market Program and
Specialty Crop Block Grant Program grants.

e Inclusion of Tree Syrups (including birch) for SFMP and other areas where maple
syrups are specified. Alaska has a small but strong birch syrup industry and we
strongly encourage the inclusion of birch syrup products and producers in federal
programs alongside maple and other tree syrups.
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e Provide additional support, funding, and regulatory guidance for small meat
processing facilities. Alaska’s meat processing industry is vulnerable, and would
significantly benefit from assistance. This is supported in addition to the support of
Tribal 638 meat inspection authority, and with encouragement to include Tribal
organizations in the eligibility for any new programming.

e Establish the Regional Food Business Centers that support small and medium sized
food and farm businesses through coordination, technical assistance, and capacity
building. Require at least one RFBC serves Tribal producers and businesses, and at
least one RFBC serve Alaska.

e Re-Establish the Reindeer Loan Program, authorized under the Reindeer Act of 1937
and the 2006 Reindeer Act regulations, with $500,000 authorized funding.

We are sincerely grateful for your work on behalf of all Alaskans and around improving food
security.

With Gratitude,

e

Rachel Lord
Advocacy & Policy Director



