
Federal and state laws and agency regulations impact every sector of Alaska’s food systems. Here are some facts and figures
about how food reaches our plates in Alaska and the role elected officials play.

THE STATE OF ALASKA’S ROLE

IN ALASKA’S FOOD SYSTEMS

Alaska’s Division of Agriculture is within
the Department of Natural Resources.
The Division’s funding has remained static
for over a decade, effectively decreasing
our investment when adjusted for
inflation.
Successful industries in Alaska all benefit
from state investments, including oil &
gas, tourism, and fisheries.
Transportation infrastructure investments
(e.g., ports, harbors, and airports) impact
Alaska’s food supply chain both on and off
the road system.
Alaska’s Department of Health is
responsible for administering SNAP,
WIC, and other food assistance programs
to help fight hunger. 

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S

ROLE IN ALASKA’S FOOD

SYSTEMS

The Farm Bill authorizes, and in some
instances funds, vital federal programs from
food access benefits programs like SNAP to
high tunnels, conservation, farm business,
disaster assistance, and more.
Since 2021, the USDA has invested over $60
million to Alaskan agriculture, rural
development, and food systems projects. 
Transportation infrastructure and
regulations, including USPS Bypass Mail
and FAA oversight, impact Alaska’s food
supply chain both on and off the road
system.
NOAA funds fisheries management,
weather forecasting, and science.
Federal funding cuts have a high impact on
Alaska.
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HUNGER IN ALASKA

1 in 6 (15.6%) of Alaskans and 1 in 5 (20%) of Alaskan kids are
food insecure—they may not know where their next meal is
coming from and do not have enough to eat. This is the
highest rate of food insecurity measured since Feeding
America began mapping the meal gap in 2009.

SCHOOL FOOD IN ALASKA

There are around 130,000 students in Alaska's public schools,
and schools serve nearly 60,000 lunches every day. 
Schools carry an estimated $1M in unpaid school meal debt.
School meals are both a healthy food access point for
students and an opportunity for nutrition education.

FARMERS MARKETS IN ALASKA

Alaska Farmers Markets generate $7 million in sales annually,
at over 80 markets across the state. $67,000 in SNAP benefits
were redeemed at markets in 2025 for locally grown produce. 

SUBSISTENCE IN ALASKA

Alaskans harvest an estimated 37 million pounds of wild
foods annually in rural areas, and an additional 13.4
million pounds in urban areas (ADF&G). A 2023 report
for FEMA found that 65% of all Alaska residents and 98%
of rural residents engage in subsistence food-gathering.

FOOD PRODUCTION IN ALASKA

There are 1,173 farms in Alaska, an 18% increase since 2017.
The majority of our farms are less than 49 acres, and 93%
are family farms. Nearly 40% of Alaskan producers are
new and beginning farmers, and 48% are women.
Alaska imports an estimated 95% of food purchased; this is
tied to $1.9 billion leaving the state annually. 
Alaska has a 3- to 5-day supply of most foods in grocery
stores at any given time, and this supply is highly
vulnerable due to weather and mechanical disruptons.

We have the ingredients for
resilient food systems.
Investing in them is a choice. 
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THE UNIVERSITY’S ROLE IN

ALASKA’S FOOD SYSTEMS

UAF’s Institute of Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Extension supports
agricultural research through the
Agricultural and Forestry Experiment
Station, and the Cooperative Extension
Service brings that research to Alaskans.
Alaska's agricultural research continues to
fall behind national trends due to a
substantial lack of funding and staffing.
UAF collaborates with NOAA to run
Alaska Sea Grant for research, education,
and outreach focused on Alaska’s marine
resources.
Researchers at UAA’s Institute of Social &
Economic Research (ISER) investigate
questions that impact our food systems,
including causes of food spoilage at rural
grocers.
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Grocery Cart Contents: 
1 dozen eggs, 1 gallon whole milk, 1 loaf bread, 1# hamburger

meat, 1 head lettuce, 3 apples, 1 tin infant formula
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Across Alaska, grocery prices are significantly higher than the Lower 48. Additionally, there are huge
price differences on and off the road system. These disparities must be understood and addressed in

federal and state policy-making.
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